
Lower American River Roundtable
September 8, 2026 | 1:00 – 3:00 PM



How you can participate today:

• Verbal: Get into the queue w/ Raise Hand function
• Written: Submit questions in Chat Box
 Please remember to mute yourself when not speaking

Phone Users:
Press *9 

to “Raise Hand”

When we call on you, 
Press *6 

to unmute/mute

Raise Hand

Orient yourself to Zoom meeting controls: 
          Unmute/Mute          Start Video             Zoom Chat               Raise Hand

Introduction to Zoom Controls



 All ideas and points of view have value

 Dialogue over debate through active listening

 Take space, make space

 Engage with respect

 Patience and creativity working with each other virtually

Collaborative Values
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Welcome & Agenda Review

WATER FORUM |  LARRT
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River Conditions, Planning & 
Management

WATER FORUM |  LARRT



WY2026 Central 
Valley Project 
Ops Update
LARRT – Water Forum
September 8, 2026
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• Shasta – 2.58 MAF
• Trinity – 1.75 MAF
• Folsom – 450 TAF
• San Luis – 1.34 MAF
• New Melones – 1.56 MAF



3



4



5



6

Folsom
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Thank you!



Jason Cox 
Senior Natural Resources Specialist
Sacramento County, Department of Regional Parks

Natural Resource Management Activities,
American River Parkway



Goal 1: Biological Resources
• 1.1 Assess Biological Resources 
• 1.2 Conserve High-Quality Native Habitats 
• 1.3 Restore High-Quality Habitat 
• 1.4 Naturalize Altered Habitats 
• 1.5 Rehabilitate Degraded Areas 
Goal 2: Physical Resources
• 2.1 Protect Levees
• 2.2 Water Quality & Recreation Monitoring 
Goal 3: Cultural Resources
• 3.1 Archaeological/Historical Site Protection
• 3.2 Tribal Coordination 
Goal 4: Human Use Impact Reduction
• 4.1 Recreational Use & Trails 
• 4.2 Encampment Tracking 
• 4.5 Light Pollution 
Goal 5: Agency & Community Coordination
• 5.2 Wildfire Prevention & Tracking 
• 5.3 Research & Data Collection 
• 5.5 Education & Outreach 

Approved 2023

Approved 2024



Some 2024, 2025, and 2026 Activities

Objective 1.1 Assessing Biological Resources 

Habitat Assessments 
Surveyor: Jason Cox
Data Collected (Modified CNPS Relevé)-
Tree, Shrub and Herbaceous layer: cover, 
height, %  Dominant Weed Cover, Fuel 
Loading, Fire Evidence- 

Notes about Environmental, Wildlife, 
Vegetation, and Management 
Recommendations.

I Naturalist and E-bird data collected 
(Area Plan Scale)



Deer

Quail

Dutchman’s Pipevine

Star Thistle

Heavy Fuel LoadingWildlife Observations

Vegetation
Observations

Management     
Recommendations

Objective 1.1b: Complete Surveys for Sensitive Species Habitat



Updating Vegetation Maps

Current Habitat Maps Fine-Scale Vegetation Maps CalVeg Alliances
(talk about acreages and Habitat vs Vegetation Communities here Jason)

Accuracy & Precision

Just trying to get the imaginary 
world as close as we can 

to the real one-
(Spatially and Temporally)



Sailor Bar Area and Upper Sunrise Area

Sacramento and Lower Sunrise Areas
(46,727’)                                (9,997’)

(24,741’)                        (28,782’)

Mapped all trails meeting minimum criteria (12-inch width and 20-foot length)

More 2024, 2025, and 2026 Activities- 
Social Trail Surveys
Surveyor: Zach Skalak

Objective 4.1b: Social Trail Mapping and Documentation



Woodlake 
Grassland 

Grant Project 
Area

2026 Activities- 

Objective 1.3b and 1.4b:  Restoring/Naturalizing Grassland 
Habitat

Objective Goal 5.2: Coordinate with Fire Agencies to Reduce Fire 
Fuel and Hazards 

Prescribed Grazing California Conservation Core

Prescribed Burn



Questions?
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Coequal Objectives:

Provide a reliable and safe water supply for 
the region’s economic health and planned 
development through to the year 2050; and

Preserve the fishery, wildlife, recreational, and 
aesthetic values of the lower American River

Water Forum: Vision and Goals

WATER FORUM |  Securing Our Water Supplies and Protecting the Lower American River



16Securing Our Water Supplies and Protecting the Lower American River

Water Forum 2050
Program Areas

• Addresses critical water 
management issues

• Continues and modernizes the 
work of the Water Forum

• A framework for:
• Collaboration
• Action
• Adaptive Management
• Regional Planning
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Finalized
Water Forum 2050

• Agreement approved and signed by 33 
organizations in May 2026

• Now, Implementation begins (and continues!)



Water Forum 2050 Signatories
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Invested in Our Future

Securing Our Water Supplies and Protecting the Lower American River

Business Caucus
AKT Development*
Association General Contractors*
North State Building Industry Association*
Sacramento Association of Realtors*
Sacramento Metropolitan Chamber of 
Commerce*
Sacramento Regional Builders Exchange 
(SRBX)

Environmental Caucus
Environmental Council of Sacramento*
Friends of the River*
Save the American River Association*
Sierra Club Mother Lode Chapter*

Public Caucus
American River Flood Control District
American River Parkway Foundation
City of Rancho Cordova
City of Sacramento*
League of Women Voters, Sac. County *
Placer County
Sacramento Area Council of Governments
Sacramento Area Flood Control Agency
Sacramento County*
Sacramento Regional Parks*
Sacramento Valley Conservancy
SMUD*

Water Caucus
California American Water*
Carmichael Water District*
Citrus Heights Water District*
City of Folsom*

City of Roseville*
City of Sacramento*
East Bay Municipal Utility District
El Dorado Irrigation District*
Fair Oaks Water District*
Golden State Water Company / Arden-
Cordova Water District*
Orange Vale Water Company*
Placer County Water Agency*
Regional Water Authority*
Sacramento Suburban Water District*
Sacramento County Water Agency*
San Juan Water District*

*Denotes an organization that was a 
signatory to the 2000 agreement
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Questions?
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Projects & Research Updates
All LAR Reaches

WATER FORUM |  LARRT



ARPF Project Update
Sept 8, 2026,

Anthony Julien
Natural Resource Manager



American River Parkway Foundation

• Volunteerism
• Conservation
• Leadership
• Education
• Community Access
• Integrity
• Health and Wellness
• Fun

Mission: The American River Parkway Foundation (APRF) leads 
and inspires the community to conserve and nurture the 
American River Parkway as a unique, accessible resource for 
everyone to enjoy.

Values



Projects

▪ Current Restoration
○ Harrington River 

Access
○ William B. Pond/Arden 

Bar
▪ Upcoming Projects

○ Woodlake Equestrian 
Trail



Department of the Interior / USFWS 
Partnership

▪ Current sites: William B. Pond 

Recreation Area and Harrington 

River Access

Goal:

▪ Remove invasive plant species ex: 

yellow star-thistle (YST) and milk 

thistle 

▪ Restore native grassland habitat by 

replanting native grass forbs and 

seed broadcasting



William B. Pond ~7 acres

Successes
• Project implementation started May 

2025
• Timed mowing twice in 2025 and twice 

times in 2026
• 2026 successfully pulled before seed 

dispersal: 
○ ~2000 Milk Thistle
○ ~15,000 YST 

Concerns/Challenges
• Small stand of Poison hemlock stand 

present within the restoration site
• Downed wood along the levee side of 

the restoration sit
• Seedbank 

Next Steps (Winter)
• Plant/seed native grasses intended to 

outcompete yellow star-thistle 
regrowth





Harrington River Access ~3.5 acres

Successes
• Project implementation started May 2025
• Timed mowing twice in 2025 and 3 times 

in 2026
• 2026 successfully pulled before seed 

dispersal: 
○ 5,537 Milk Thistle
○ 3,780 YST 

Concerns/Challenges
• Poison hemlock present within the 

restoration site
• Poison hemlock established along two 

sides of the site boundary; ongoing effort 
to keep it from infiltrating the restoration 
area

Next Steps (Winter)
• Plant/seed native grasses intended to 

outcompete yellow star-thistle regrowth





Woodlake Area









Woodlake Equestrian Trail Plan
What: Reestablish the Woodlake multipurpose equestrian trail 

currently overtaken by heavy vegetation.

Why it matters: This area was last cleared Dec 2023 (ARPF + Team 

Rubicon) and regrowth has completely restricted access.

Timeline: Begins fall 2026: marking trail margins, heavy vegetation 

removal and mowing.

Volunteer needs: ~15–20 volunteers across several work days
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Questions?



Camp Pollock 
Public Access Improvements

Sacramento Valley Conservancy



LOWER AMERICAN RIVER PARKWAY 
PUBLIC ACCESS IMPROVEMENTS GRANT

Fund Source: State Grant - The Budget Act of FY 2021-22 (SB 170) established the 
General Fund Specified Grant Projects within the State of California Natural Resources 
Agency (“State”), which included funding allocations obtained by Assemblymember 
McCarty for the City of Sacramento referred to as the Lower American River Parkway 
Public Access Improvements (“Parkway Projects”)

Camp Pollock: Camp and River Access Improvements Project

Grant Amount: $3.5M





Planned Site Improvements
Murals
Completed in January of 2025

Lodge / Kitchen
Completed Summer 2025

Water Infrastructure
• Connect to Municipal
• Design/ Permits TBD

Riverdeck and River Access
• Install by end of 2028
• ICF  90% design
• Environmental Comp w/ County PERS



Riverdeck & River Access Project Goals



Access
Provide direct, 
structured, and 
user-friendly 
access to the 

river.



Safety
Increase safety 
and visibility for 

all active 
waterway users.



Connection
Enhance visibility 
and foster human 
connection to the 

natural river.



Impact
Minimize human 

impact and 
protect the 

sensitive river 
bank.



Education
Create a 

dedicated 
outdoor learning 

space connecting 
visiting youth 
groups to the 

river.



Current Uses
10,000 Annual Visitors 2,000 YOUTH Participants

Stewardship Education Recreation



Current Uses - Education
Local Youth Programs Hosted
Sierra Nevada Journeys Field Trips and Summer Camps 1,000 students), 
350 Sacramento, Kamp Of Life, Center for Land-Based Learning SLEWS 
program, G.I.R.L.S. Rock Sacramento, Project Lifelong, City Year, The 
California Conservation Corps, CDFWʼs Nature Bowl, and Scout groups.

Parkway Area Partners
Collaborating partners include Sacramento Bird Alliance Audubon 
Society) Sacramento Area Creeks Council - River City Waterway 
Alliance, Environmental Council of Sacramento, and many others.

Community & Public Programs
Actively engaging the broader community through our seasonal 
Speaker Series, First Aid Courses, and Native Plant Sales.




Interpretive 

Center



Natural 
Playscape



Current Conditions

Proposed location of 
viewing platform



Location of viewing platform from lodge



River Access Bank Top



River Access Bank Mid



River Access Edge



River at High Event (2023, 10 Year)



Vision: 





















DESIGN STATUS

01
Alternatives 
Analysis

COMPLETE

02
30% Design 
Development

COMPLETE

03
60% Design 
Development

COMPLETE

04
90% Design 
Development

COMPLETE

05
100% Design 
and Technical 
Specifications

ACTIVE



APPROVALS & ENVIRONMENTAL COMPLIANCE

AMERICAN RIVER PARKWAY PLAN
Early Notification & Consistency Determination No. 
2026-001 (ARPAC & RPC - Sept/Oct 2026)

SACRAMENTO COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
CEQA Addendum, project approval, and Discovery Park 
Map Amendment (late 2026 / early 2027)

STATE LANDS COMMISSION
Amendment to Management Agreement

USACE / SECTION 404/10
Nationwide Permit Verification or Letter of Permission

RWQCB / SECTION 401
Water Quality Certification

CDFW / LAKE & STREAMBED
Lake and Streambed Alteration Agreement

CENTRAL VALLEY FLOOD PROTECTION BOARD
Title 23 Encroachment Permit and USC 408 Request to 
USACE

SWRCB / NPDES
National Pollution Discharge Elimination System Approval 
General Construction Permit



For more information, please visit 
www.sacramentovalleyconservancy.org

SVC is a 501(c)3 non-profit land trust recognized by the Land Trust Accredited Commission. SVC 
manages Camp Pollock as a community service project with no dedicated public funds. 

The information in this presentation is not intended for redistribution. 
Please contact Kelly Hopkins with questions. khopkins@sacramentovalleyconservancy.org 
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Questions?
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LAR Spotlight
Featured Organizations on the River

WATER FORUM |  LARRT



Connecting Food, Health & the Environment
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Questions?



Wrap Up & Next Steps
• Announcements 
• Disclosures 
• Suggestions for Future Meeting Topic

The Next LARRT meeting will be Tuesday, March 9, 2027



THANK YOU!

WATER FORUM |  LARRT

waterforum.org/LARTF
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